Hi Folks,

So begins the year end report of the Richardson Ranch for 2010. Once again we are too late for the
traditional Christmas |l etter so this is the b
on with it we will have a Valentines day report!

Jan 2010, seems |ike a | ot | onger ago than a
now it was time to get back to work. Jamie and Bill were in Alberta working at their feedlot job,
Dane and Jenny were back to Saskatoon for his

second semester of Vet School, Doug and Alic
were getting ready to go to Mexico for a Gran &
daughters wedding and Leslie was off to Thai §§
land to volunteer with a group of Veterinarian:
doing a spay neuter clinic on a remote island |
called Phayam. Guess who was left to gettlnn
calving started. This calf pictured was first bc .
in 2010 at 83 pounds and now one year later |,
the number one bull at the test Centre and
weighs over 1200 pounds!

Just after Leslie left on her trip we got news the.
the Bull we own in partnership with Star Lake of

Oklahoma and River Valley Farms of Ontario was named Yearling Champion Bull at the US Na-
tional Show in Denver. He had also won the year earlier as a calf and he was the sire we used heav-
ily on our cows during the 2010 breeding season.

Actually it was my decision to stay home and calve out heifers. Leslie is definitely the more adven-
turesome one when it comes to traveling to far away places and Thailand was not in my comfort
zone. But when Leslie found out that she could go as a vet assistant and then spent another week
wor king with elephants, she said A Hell yes!
here at Tlell and since then another of the Vets she met on the

trip has done another locum for us and is coming back later this
spring in 2011.

Les traveled Sandspit, Vancouver, Tokyo, and Bangkok then
met up with the Canadian Vet group from Vancouver for a few
days in and around Bangkok seeing the sights before traveling
south and out off the West coast from Ranong to the tiny island
of Phayam. The clinic neutered 200 dogs in 5 days and were
hosted by some very nice people. The population was very rural,
very poor and very friendly. At the end of the clinic they got to
relax and enjoy a few days on this tropical island. Leslie even
went fishing with the | ocals on
there she went with two of the lady vets up to an elephant sanc-
tuary near the town of Chang Mai.

The week there involved mostly farm labor work all aimed at
gathering feed for and cleaning up after over 30 elephants. These
elephants were a collection of animals which had been adopted
or rescued from homes which could no longer afford to look af-
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ter them. With the downturn in lo¢
ging many families found they \
could no longer feed and support
the elephants they had used to  §
make a living and they were eithe
abandoned or used in street acts
entertaining tourists .

While in the Far East we kept in
touch by email, me on my compu =~
er and she on her ipod. Amazing ,
how well it worked when ever she £ =
was in a big centre or airports, no .~ '
so well when in elephant parks anc ; 7 ;
small rural islands! Les was back to . e —

Tlell in the first week in February,

brown and rested, glad to be home but missing her hammock!. Another one off her bucket list!

Winter never really came to Tlell as we had one of the warmest winters in years with our coldest
spell back in November 2009. With less than a trace of snow it was an easy winter on feed. | had 5
of six heifers calved out by the third week in January and was just nicely going on the main cow

herd when Leslie got home. We had the bulk of our calves born by the end of February. It was
calving year from hell for management with three calves born dead and one which died on day sev-
en after being born at | ess than 40 pounds du
related but | have my suspicions re some moldy hay used to cover the plastic top on the silo which
got into the feed. Never know for sure but that will not happen again, right or wrong. Frustrating

for a vet, give me a sick calf and | can do something, give me a still born and there is nothing to do
but Awlat

Soon after Leslie made it back from Thailand Jamie arrived out from Alberta for a short visit , after
missing out on the Christmas in Tlell. Jamie timed her trip to visit Grandma and Grandpa before
they |l eft for Mexico to attend my sister Gwen
wife Penny also made that trip.

The bull test in Fort Fraser finished
with our bulls the third week in March.
Of the 28 bulls in the Hereford pen, 16
came from Tlell and 4 more were sired
by a Tlell bull we had sold. In the end,
the top gaining two bulls in the pen
were sired by Tlell bred sires. We had
six bulls consigned to Vanderhoof

Bull Sale and eight head to the Wil-
liams Lake Bull Sale in April. We had
been feeding eight bulls at Tlell as
well so when all the smoke had settled
and decisions made, a lot of beef came
home to clients in Tlell, cut &

wrapped and frozen.




WILLIAMS LAKE

7374Bull Show & Sale 2010
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We spent the usual time in March working our
bulls for the Williams Lake Show held with
their bull sale. This was the first time we

would have four big two year olds going to the
same sale. The biggest was already over 2150
pounds before we left Tlell in early April.

First we went to Vanderhoof were we had six

bulls entered in the sale which had spent the
winter in the test centre at Fort Fraser. With

sifting and semen testing finished we had only

4 bulls which went through the sale ring. The

sale was not nearly as good as in 2009 but the 4 bulls all did find homes. Jamie and her part-
ner Bill had time off from their feedlot jobs in Alberta and came to Vanderhoof to visit and

give us a hand. They brought along their new aluminum horse trailer and helped the next day
when we were off to Williams Lake with 6 bulls from Tlell and two from the Test Centre. The
WLBS Show went April 15 and the sale followed the next day. Our yearling bull was named
Reserve Bull Calf Champion, standing second teld Xirton bull from Abbotsford. In the

group of Junior two year olds our entry was named Reserve Junior Champion bull, standing
behind a Little Fort bull, while in the Senior group of two year old bulls our two entries each
won their class and were named Grand and Reserve Grand Senior Champions. These six
Champions of their respective age groups all

compete for the title of Grand and Reserve
Grand Champions of the show and we wo &
both banners with our Senior Champions.
Wow, what a day. We also won Best Pair
Bulls and Best Get of Sire, both groups sir
by the CCR Stamina 199S bull which we
own in partnership with ten other breeders
across North America. The following day t
buyers also liked our cattle and we had thi =
of the top selling Hereford bulls on the day

Back from the bull sales via Costco with a
load of supplies for the field day we were t *
host in June. And we also picked up twenty *

feeder pigs in New Hazelton on the way

home to complete the load. No, we have not gone into pigs, they were all on order for differ-
ent clients.

When we got home the locum and Mike had all the cows synchronized for breeding so it was
straight to work. Twenty five cows Al 6d in
timed insemination protocols which takes away the need for heat detection. Our success is as
good as the old way but the commitment in time to observe cows for estrus is far less.

Soon after we were back from bull sales our beef arrived from Vanderhoof. We had a total of

t

14 sides of beef processed (for our clients)

after it was all frozen it was shipped via a reefer truck right to our yard where we were able to
deliver it directly to our buyers. This allows us to maintain that control of our product to en-
sure that everyone is satisfied and that nothing happens along the chain which could affect the
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quality of our product. This year we were able to market a number of sides of beef directly to
West Coast Fishing Club for use in their Langara Fishing Lodge. They are able to sell the
AEat | ocal o and it certainly works for us.

Dane and Jenny returned from Saskatoon in early
May. Dane successfully completed first year Vet

School but needed a few week in the clinic to onc: §
again remind him why he was there learning all th g
boring dry stuff. He actually got to work with me fc
nearly 3 weeks before starting his fishing charters
This proved to be a better summer than last year
fewer cancellations. Fishing was OK but there wel
lot of windy days which made for a long hard sum
mer. Jenny had worked all winter at the University =
Hospital and got in three weeks of El here in BC k&

fore going to work at the Charlotte Hospital.

Leslie took ownership of a new pony in May. Timr
Is another welsh pony gelding and is a good matc
Shorty. Her goal was to break him to drive and ev
tually get him into team harness with Shorty. Thini
went so well Les purchased a wagon from Alberta
over the internet and had Jamie pick it up for safe
keeping. More on horses, harnesses and wagons lat-
er é

In the first week of June Leslie made another trip off with truck and trailer delivering cull

cows to the slaughter plant in Vanderhoof and bringing home a load of treated posts and rails.
We had jerky and breakfast sausage made along with nearly 3000 Ibs of burger. It was all
gone by the end of August and we did it again in early September. That makes almost 3 tons
of burger we have sold this year in one to
the feed store as well as being resold at the Health food store in Queen Charlotte and being
offered on the menu in a Masset eatery!

During the last week in June we hosted the Yellowhead Hereford Breeders Field Day. It was

great to have off island guests with an interest in Hereford Cattle help us celebrate our suc-
cesses with Herefords as well as having a cus-
tomer appreciation day for our local friends and
neighbors. It was also a good excuse to have
family around so Jamie and her partner Bill came
from Alberta to help. Jamie clipped all the bred
heifers before the big day which also made them
more photogenic later in the summer. The first

day of the fAField Dayo we

seminar on Controlled Breeding Protocals and
Using the Web to access information on Here-
ford cattle all projected from WIFI via laptop on
to the barn wall! Later in the day we served
burgers and Chili to over 150 people and got to
show off our cattle.



